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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Sep 4, 2016                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

Labor Day 
 

“Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, 

which the Son of Man will give you”.......Then (the disciples) said to him, "what must we 

do to perform the works of God?"  Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that 

you believe in him who God has sent."   - John 6: 27-29  
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

PRELUDE “In Green Pastures" Harold Darke 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Steve Achorn 

Leader:  God has given us this beautiful earth and all that grows and runs upon it. 

People:  Thanks Be to God! 

Leader:  God has given us breath to live, hands to work, spirits to feel, to praise and to 

sing to God! 

People: Thanks Be to God!  

Leader: God has gathered us into a Faith Community of care, creativity and worship, 

putting Christ first: at the heart and Center of who we are and what we do. 

All: Let us all answer the call to do the work of God, to believe in Christ whom 

God has sent!  Now we are the Body of Christ, and through Christ all shall 

be fed!  Amen.    
 

*OPENING HYMN #609 “Take My Life” vs.1,2,3&6 HENDON 
 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

Let us lift up and hand over anything that would keep us separated from the Profound 

Love and forgiveness of God, our Source, Our Bread of Life.  
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Surround us, O God.  Breathe into us freshness, profound Love for You and life 

joy.  We work so hard to satisfy our needs, the needs of others, yet forget to try to 

satisfy and turn to You.  You are the Source of life and all spiritual food.  All that is 
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good, holy, nourishing and life giving comes from You.  We are weary of falling 

short of our own standards and feeling incompetent.  We are weary of working so 

hard for that which does not satisfy.  Turn our Hearts to You.  If our work is truly 

done through and In You, You will provide.  We want to be useful in our lives, our 

community, and intentional in lifting up our work for You and with You.  Remind 

us again that You are the Bread of Life, and upon You we must first feed before we 

can feed others.  All gifts and skills come from You.  May we use these for the 

building of Your Heavenly Realm right here on earth as it is in heaven and bring 

glory and honor to You.  Surround us, O God, Breathe into us freshness, God 

Centered Love and life-joy!  We pray all this in the name of the Bread of Heaven, 

and together pray the prayer that this Jesus taught us to pray, saying: 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Kids in 4th grade and under will go to Summer Story Time) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Steve Achorn 
 

A LITANY OF LABOR  Harry Cook 
 

Leader: Ruler of the heavens, who came to earth as a humble carpenter, hear 

our prayers this Labor Day weekend. We give thanks for the gift of 

work which can help give meaning and purpose to our lives, and 

which can offer us a way to serve You. 

People: Companion of our labor, hear our prayer. 

Leader: We pray for all whose work is truly their calling, that they may 

continue to find joy in their labor, and through their labor be drawn 

closer to You. 

People: Joy in our lives, hear our prayer. 

Leader: We pray for all whose work is not a joy, who work simply because 

they must, and who suffer boredom and exhaustion from jobs that do 

nothing to feed their spirits.  

People: Source of all meaning, hear our prayer. 

Leader: We pray for all whose work leads them into ethical conflicts, who 

struggle to do what is right in the midst of frustrating circumstances.  
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People: Guide for our path, hear our prayer. 

Leader: We pray for all who are unemployed, who face daily the financial and 

personal anxieties that unemployment brings, who begin to wonder 

about their worth in the world. 

People: Savior in the stress, hear our prayer. 

Leader: We pray for all who are retired, those who enjoy retirement, those who 

have lost purpose in their lives, and those who struggle to make a 

faithful use of their days. 

People: Teacher of quietness, hear our prayer. 

All: We know, Gracious God, that our lives depend on the faithful 

labor of other workers, often those who are underpaid and 

overworked. Keep us aware of how our choices affect the labor of 

others. May all of our work be done in a way that brings You 

honor and glory. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.  

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  All that we have comes from God.  When we share our time, resources, 

gifts and monetary offerings, it is truly an act of Worshipful Thanksgiving to the 

Living God.  May we feel the deep Joy in our call to share even the crumbs of our 

lives with others.  We offer our gifts in Christ's Name. 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill 

out and pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us 

before, just put down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who 

you are.  If you can, please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the 

pew. Thanks!) 
 

 Offertory  
 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

Holy One, Source of life, giver of all good Gifts, we thank You.  We ask that You 

take our simple gifts, bless them and multiply them to feed Your People.  May our 

very lives point to You, The Bread of Life, and in so doing, help to show others The 

Way.  We offer these in Jesus' name.  Amen. 



4 

 

*HYMN  #354 “Seek Ye First” SEEK YE FIRST 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  John 6:1-14. 28-35 Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

  (as read from The Message and NRSV) (pew Bible page 867) 
 

COMMUNION MEDITATION Food For The Soul Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 

 

*HYMN #321 “Break Thou the Bread of Life” BREAD OF LIFE 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

(Note: The crackers in the round container on each communion plate are gluten-free for 

those who cannot eat bread that contains gluten.) 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Bread of New Life, Source of True Spiritual food, with joy we have received this 

Sacrament of bread and cup, giving You thanks for Jesus Christ, our peace and 

hope.  Unite Your church throughout the world in continuing Christ's ministry and 

work of love and servanthood, that Your name may be praised in all the earth.  

Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now In Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers 

Go ye now in peace, and know that the love of God will guide you.  Feel His presence 

here beside you showing you the way.  In your time of trouble, when hurt and 

despair are there to grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you.  He will 

bring you courage.  Know that the God who sent his Son to die that you might live 

will never leave you lost and alone in His beloved world.  Go ye now in peace.  Go ye 

now in peace. 



5 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

       BLESSING:  May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

       RESPONSE:  GO NOW IN PEACE. 
 

(We are all invited to pass the peace of Christ to each other now.) 

 

*POSTLUDE “Hornpipe” Robin Dinda. 

 

Harry Cook greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 

Steve and Cathie Achorn are Deacons of the day. 

Communion Servers are Judy Ellis, Nancy Cook, Pam Faustine, Beth Dapolite, 

and Audrey Lord.  
 

 

OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s 

children, and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our 

doors for the community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and 

adults so that we can walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR SEPT 4, 2016 
 

Continued Prayers: Carol Norton (friend of Sue Menzel); George Reimann; Christopher Bramley; 

Jane Kruse; Maciej Moskal; Julie Harris (Marge Butcher’s sister-in-law); Ted Jaworski’s mother 

Gina and his sister Liz; Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 

 

Celebrations:  Michael & Stephanie welcomed Shiloh Andrew (3 weeks early!) on 8/28.  

Alleluia! He has done proud grandparents, Betty Gray & Ted Jaworski.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please 

let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you 

would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office.   

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME THIS WEEK! 

Regular office hours will resume after Labor Day, on Tuesday, Sept. 6
th
.  Monday & Friday 9am-

1pm, Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am-2pm. 

 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the 

library parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re 

glad you’re here! 

 

WESTBORO FOOD PANTRY DRIVE STARTS NEXT SUNDAY 

Next Sunday, September 11 is the first week of our semi-annual food drive for the Westboro 

Food Pantry.  Featured items for BREAKFAST.  The most needed items are Pancake Mix and 

Syrup. 

 

SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH – “HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS” 

This month we are thinking of how we can share our blessings with others in need:  we'll give 

Food Pantry donations each Sunday from Sept. 11-Oct.  2.    Have discussions with your family 

on how we can help others; on September 25 bring our UCC Special Offering "Neighbors In 

Need" to church.  The 2016 theme is "This we believe.." 'no child should go to bed hungry'. The 

fund supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  Grants are 

given to churches and programs that advocate and organize for just and sustainable local 

economy providing food and jobs for people. 

 

CHURCH CLEAN UP SAT. SEPT. 10
TH

 9AM-2PM 

Join us Sat., Sept. 10
th
 as we clean up our church and get it ready for Welcome Sunday!  There 

will be all kinds of jobs for everyone to do!  Join us any time between 9AM – 2PM! 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS & PRAYER WALK, SAT. SEPT. 10
TH

 AT 4PM 

Join us for a special blessing of the animals on the front lawn on Sat., Sept. 10
th
 at 4PM.  All pets 

and people are welcome, including stuffed animals!  Then bring your pets along as we do a prayer 

walk after the blessing! 

 

WELCOME SUNDAY SERVICE AND PICNIC SEPT. 11
TH

!  

We will begin our new church year next Sunday, Sept. 11
th
 at 10AM with a big welcome! Sunday 

School will begin, our choir and the contemporary music group JoySpring will return, and there 

will be a great “Welcome Here” picnic after church on the lawn!  Bring desserts and salads.  

Beverages and main dishes will be provided. Invite a friend and join us!  For more information 

call Cathie Achorn 508-380-8671 or camachorn@aol.com. 

 

mailto:camachorn@aol.com
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PARISH LIFE EVENTS 

Please join us right after Church on the side lawn for our annual “Welcome 

Here Picnic”. There will be activities for children and adults of all ages. If you 

would like to help out with the activities/games, set up or food prep please 

call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671 or camachorn@aol.com. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 Look for info on our Annual Halloween Party for all ages in October (now it is on the 

calendar for Oct. 22
nd

, but check the next Evangel for more details. 

 There will be another Christmas Caroling party in December. 

 2017 will bring a Pancake Brunch, a Progressive Supper and much more, stay tuned….. 

 
BIBLE STUDY BEGINS SEPT. 11

TH
! 

Join us at 9AM next Sunday in the chapel downstairs as we study together the Scripture for the 

sermon that day.  We usually finish around 9:30.  See you there! 

 
YOUTH GROUP BEGINS - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25th,  

Noon-3pm.  ALL ARE WELCOME & BRING A FRIEND!!!  

(6th Grade thru High School) 

We have an AWESOME year planned! 
 

 

NOTES FROM THE BELL LOFT 

The Festival Ringers (9th grade to 99) are very excited to start up the new church year.  Our first 

rehearsal will be on Tuesday, September 6, from 7:30 to 9 pm.  We still have positions open, so if 

you are interested and would like more information please call me at 508-341-8239 or just come 

to a rehearsal in the bell loft.  Playing beautiful music and making new friends--what a great 

combination!! 
 

The Parkman Bells and Chimes (Kindergarten to 8th grade) will start in October on a date to be 

determined soon.  We meet in the bell loft on Sundays right after Sunday School, around 11:30 to 

11:50.  Sunday School will end @ 11:20 so a quick snack is important!  If you have any questions 

please see me after church or call me at 508-341-8239.  It is truly amazing to watch these young 

musicians make music! 

Thanks, Sue Menzel. 
 

FARMER’S MARKET 

There are only a few more weeks left of the Farmer’s Market.  Join us on the front lawn on 

Thursday afternoons from 2-6 PM in the summer.  Our church will have a booth there as well to 

welcome people.  Please stop by! 

 

mailto:camachorn@aol.com
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WELCOME WIRELESS 

We offer wireless internet access within the building.  The name of the network is 

Welcome2CCW".  The password is "CCWnetrulesROK", which implies agreement with the 

church's network use policy.  These "net rules" are posted in the Vestry and available through the 

church office.  If you have any questions about the network, or problems using it, text Tom 

Morgan at (508)-439-3030 or send email to tomteck@aol.com.  

 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of 

Dismas House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen 

Hutchinson at millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, Oct. 6
th

  

 

BLOOD DRIVE – SEPT 19
TH

 2PM-8PM 

     Our church is teaming up with The American Red Cross to host a fifth Blood Drive in Honor 

of Corinne Sciarappa on Monday, September 19th, 2016 from 2 - 8 pm in the Vestry. Corinne 

was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer last year and is now beginning her sophomore year at 

Westborough High cancer free thanks to Boston Children’s Hospital, Dana Farber, and Blood 

Donors like you. Corinne has become a big advocate for the Red Cross and wants to continue 

sharing her message about the importance of donating blood.  

     This blood drive will also be held in special honor of Leah Davis, a 5 year old student of mine 

who is currently undergoing aggressive treatment at Boston Children’s Hospital for brain cancer. 

During her treatment Leah has had countless red blood and platelet transfusions. You should all 

be proud to know that over the course of the first 4 drives, we have collected enough blood to 

help save over 1,000 lives! Our vestry will be bustling again on the 19th. If you would like to 

volunteer please email me at anitalawler@verizon.net. Baked goods would be most gratefully 

accepted. Thank you! 

Please help us spread the word about this important community event!  If you would like to help 

out at the drive, please email anitalawler@verizon.net. Donations of baked goods would also be 

appreciated! 

If you have eligibility questions, you can call 781-461-2210 
 

Appointments are preferred. To schedule your appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org 

(sponsor code Corinne) or call 1-800-RedCross. 
 

 

TOTE BAGS 

Our Growing and Inviting Team has made up tote bags with our church name on them for us to 

use while we are out and about.  Come check them out!  They will be downstairs during the 

coffee hour for $5, or you can get them at the Farmer’s Market table on Thursdays from 2-6 or 

during regular office hours. 
 

 

 

mailto:tomteck@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:anitalawler@verizon.net
mailto:anitalawler@verizon.net
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GROCERY CARDS  

        2016 Goal:  $10,000               2016    YTD Sales:  

$5,115.25 

Welcome Here! Join us in fulfilling our commitment to our Church's operation budget for 2016. 

We will need our faithful supporters as well as many new ones to accomplish this goal. How does 

it work? We purchase grocery gift cards in bulk at a discounted rate. We then sell the cards to 

you at face value. It's easy. Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information. 

Please note: Stop and Shop will no longer allow the purchase of other gift cards with a Stop and 

Shop gift card.  Contact us: Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy 

Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com 

and 366.5169. 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look 

for the sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at 

sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

E-PRAYERS AND E-NEWS 

Two ways our church community can stay in touch with up to date notices and prayer concerns is 

to make sure you are signed up to receive eprayers and enews.  The two programs are separate 

and intended to have separate content and not be duplicative.  Enews is for announcements about 

our church’s activities, and eprayers is for prayer requests, concerns of the congregation, 

celebrations and other spiritually related matters.  To subscribe to eprayers or to submit a prayer 

request please email your request to eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like to subscribe 

to enews, contact the church office at 366-2000 or send your request to either 

brossi6@verizon.net or westboroucc@verizon.net .  Once you do, you will then receive an email 

asking you to subscribe to the service.  All you have to do is accept the email and you will be put 

on the list.   

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Summer Office hours: Wed, Thurs 9-1, Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:brossi6@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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CALENDAR  SEPT 4
th

 – SEPT 11
th

  
 

Sep 4 Communion Sunday 

10:00 AM Worship & Summer story time 

11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Room 
 

Sep 5 Monday – Labor Day (office closed) 

7:30 PM AA/Cribbery 
 

Sep 6  Tuesday  

10:30 AM  Beaumont Service 

11:15 AM  Willow’s Communion 

7:00 PM  BSA/Vestry 

7:30 PM  Festival Ringers 
 

Sep 7 Wednesday  

9:15 AM GSA/Cribbery 

1PM-6PM Parking Lot Closed 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/Choir Room 

6:00 PM BSA/Vestry New Scout Recruitment 

7:30 PM Choir rehearsal 
 

Sep 8  Thursday 

10:30 AM  Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 

11:00 AM PCC/Fannie Forbes Room 

2PM-6PM Farmer’s Market 

6:30 PM BSA/Vestry 
 

Sep 9  Friday (no events scheduled) 
   

Sep 10 Saturday 

9AM-2PM Church Clean up 

4:00PM Blessing of the Pets followed by prayer walk 
 

Sep 11 “Welcome Here” Sunday (Pastor Paul preaching) 
9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:15 AM Welcome Here picnic on church lawn 

4:30 PM BSA/Kerygma Room 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
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